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SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  
Civic Center, 115 US Highway 17 North, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
www.surfsidebeach.org  -   (843) 913-6111     (843) 238-543 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA  
TUESDAY, May 11, 2021, ● 6:30 pm. 

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/159843301  

You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States (Toll Free): 1 877 309 2073 

United States: +1 (571) 317-3129  

Access Code: 159-843-301 

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor Hellyer

2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. Invocation: Tom Cox, Surfside Christian Church
B. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Hellyer

3. PUBLIC HEARING – None

4. MOTIONS RELATING TO AGENDA

5. MINUTES APPROVAL April 15, 2021 Budget Workshop
April 27, 2021 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items Only (5-minutes per speaker)

7. COMMUNICATIONS
a. Building remediation - Bill Shanahan
b. Bike week Update - Bill Shanahan

8. BUSINESS
A. RESOLUTION 21-0135 - A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY AND RETROACTIVELY

CONSENT TO CERTAIN HORRY COUNTY ORDINANCE,(COLLECTION OF HOSPITALITY FEE).
B. FIRST READING, ORDINANCE 20-0928 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 

AMENDING CHAPTER 4, ARTICLES VI AND VII  BY REPEALING ORDINANCE NOS. 19-0889
AND 19-0890 AND REVIVING THOSE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 4  LOCAL HOSPITALITY FEE
AND LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX AS AMENDED BY SAID ORDINANCES.

9. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Town Services or Business Conducted (5 minutes per speaker)

10. TOWN COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND/OR COMMENTS

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION pursuant to the Freedom of Information Act §30-4-70(a)(1) to discuss employment, 
compensation, demotion, discipline, or release of an employee.

12. ADJOURNMENT

http://www.surfsidebeach.org/
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/159843301
tel:+18773092073,,159843301
tel:+15713173129,,159843301
http://www.surfsidebeach.org/Data/Sites/1/media/town-council/agendas-and-minutes/2021/511/4-15-2021-budget-minutes.pdf
http://www.surfsidebeach.org/Data/Sites/1/media/town-council/agendas-and-minutes/2021/511/4-27-2021-minutes.edited.pdf
http://www.surfsidebeach.org/Data/Sites/1/media/town-council/agendas-and-minutes/2021/511/21-0135resolution-approving-settlement-re-collection-of-county-h-fee.pdf
http://www.surfsidebeach.org/Data/Sites/1/media/town-council/agendas-and-minutes/2021/511/21-0928-ordinance-for-repeal-and-revival-of-h-tax-a-tax.pdf
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The public is invited to attend all meetings and events. 
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SURFSIDE BEACH BUDGET WORKSHOP MEETING  
CIVIC CENTER 
115 US HIGHWAY 17 NORTH, SURFSIDE BEACH, SC 29575 
www.surfsidebeach.org  -   (843) 913-6111     (843) 238-5432 

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL BUDGET WORKSHOP AGENDA 
Thursday, April 15, 2021, at 10:00, am 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER. Mayor Hellyer called the meeting to order at 10:00 am. Mayor Hellyer, Councilmembers 
Dietrich, Drake, Holder, Keating, Pellegrino, and Mayor Pro Tempore Scoles were in attendance.  Others 
present were Town Administrator Shanahan, Town Attorney Crosby, and Town Clerk Medina. None were 
absent. 
 

2. BUSINESS – 2021-2022 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 Mr. Shanahan stated the goal today is to present you with a balanced budget. With this balanced budget, 

we do not want any tax increase. Mr. Shanahan explained how the budget is broken down into Chapters, 
then sub-chapters. After reviewing the budget for two weeks, please submit all questions to me then we will 
decide if we will need another workshop or if we will have the first reading. 
 
There are so many uncertainties going throughout the world as well as the United States. We've worked 
with our department directors on this budget. It has been a line-by-line process. One of the things that 
we've learned by doing this is how hard our department heads are working to meet the needs and keep the 
quality of life.  
 
The big number here is the total operations budget, which is $16,297,360 with revenue and expenditures.  
The important thing to remember is that when you're looking at public safety, that combines the Police 
Department and Fire Department. The real estate taxes were only 18.4% of the revenue. Vehicle tax is 
3.8% of revenue. Commercial property taxes are roughly 80% of the property tax revenue. 
 
Councilmember Keating asked are the property taxes for the rental houses and the second homeowner 
properties that are not full-time residents considered as “nonresidental/commercial properties in this 
breakdown? Mr. Shanahan stated they are in the commercial tax. 
 

 The general fund is not reflecting the cost of the pier.  
 

Now, we're going to go into the department request and proposed budgets. We'll start with personnel 
requests. You're going to see, there has been a couple requests for new positions. Requests are a 
firefighter, dual inspector, a police officer, and a Public Information Officer (PIO). We will defer these 
additional positions until January 2022.  At which time we will review it, see if the need is still there and see 
if we have the funds to do fill the new positions. Mr. Shanahan stated that the requests for personnel are 
not a guarantee. It's based on what happens over the next six months. If there are increases in the South 
Carolina retirement, accidental death benefit, public safety employees. We need to be able to look at that.   
 
The court clerk has requested an additional 10 hours a week to catch up on the backlog due to COVID. That 
is one that I would recommend you approve.  Also, we will be looking at some of our firefighters' salaries, 
they are very low compared to other emergency services. This would be approximately $7000 a year. 
 

 Councilmember Drake asked about what has been included in the budget for the cost recovery for the Fire 
Department. Mr. Shanahan stated we got two bids for the ESO contract. One bid was incomplete, whereas 
the other bid had everything. Soon we will get all of those numbers put together and will be bringing them 
to the Council. 
 
Councilmember Holder questioned if there were enough funds budgeted for fuel cost.  Director Adair stated 
the numbers are based on current year numbers just before the election happened.  We added about 25% 
to our price per gallon based on actual usage.  

http://www.surfsidebeach.org/
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The Capital expenditures that we're including in the budget are a roof for the Civic Center and a metal 
detector for Court/Council Chambers rather than the wand. I honestly think the safety of our Court and 
Council is essential. In today's world, you never know what's going to happen, and it makes it a lot easier 
for the Chief to keep you safe. We're also working on the availability of some grant money for this safety 
measure. 
 
Councilmember Holder asked where the new fire hydrant is going to be.  Director King indicated it will be 
located at Poplar and 3rd S. 

 
 Councilmember Scoles asked about the mold issue?  Mr. Shanahan stated we're working very hard to get 

good figures.  It has been challenging because the goal is not just to clean it up but to resolve it. After all, it 
has happened in the past and it was just clean up.  So I don't have real hard numbers yet. However, as 
we’re going through the buildings we are are also finding structural issues. We are anticipating this to be 
taken from the current budget. We're also looking for grants and other ways to pay it. So, I'm not 100% 
sure how we're going to do it yet.   

 
Councilmember Scoles asked if there is anything allocated here at this time? Director King indicated that 
there is nothing allocated in this proposed budget.  Mr. Shanahan stated I'm also looking at what all this 
property is worth; maybe it's worth enough that we can move someplace else.  We are considering all 
alternatives. 
 
Councilmember Keating stated that if we anticipate needing to expense those items into the new fiscal 
budget we should have something in it, at least as a placeholder. If it comes in less, then we're golden, but 
at least we should have some value in there because we know that expense is coming. We can ignore it. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino stated  I would hope that before the next budget cycle starts or more, we 
certainly would be working and have the mold issue resolved. I assume it would be a Budget amendment 
on the current buedget cycle. Do we have $200K or $300K that would cover that?  Ms. King stated in when 
March is over, I will have better accounting. All the property taxes should be in. I don’t think we're going in 
the hole this year. But, I don’t know if we have any extra.  We have funds in the unallocated.  There’s no 
way to know what it’s going to cost. 
 

 Mr Shanahan presented to sanitation funds budget.  The forecast revenue is very close to the forecast 
expenses.  The budget includes the capital purchase of a knuckle boom, and therefore, shows a very low 
fund balance.  We will need to review the revenue and forecasted costs in January to determine if a fee 
adjustment may be appropriate. 

 
The A Tax committee met in January 2021.  I put the numbers together based on the resolution of what 
was approved.  Councilmember Keating questions the source of funds stipulated in the newly revised 
ordinance that says $75,000 has to come from Hospitality and A-tax for beach renourishment and the pier 
fund.  Director King confirmed that between the tax transfers, you got your beach renourishment and the 
pier.  There is just no way to know what the state has taken their piece out of it and giving it to the people 
who don't bring in as much money. We recommend reconsidering in January again.  There's just no way to 
know. 
 
Councilmember Drake asked, since we pay Myrtle Beach Chamber of Commerce $165,000.00 a year, is 
there a way Surfside Beach could create its Chamber to keep the money here in Surfside.  Director King 
stated the payment to the chamber is set by state law.  Councilmember Drake stated, I know, but can we 
somehow come up with a way that we can create a Chamber? It would save us money. 
 
Director King stated it would not save us money, state law stipulated that you still have to give a chamber 
30%.  Councilmember Drake stated instead of sending it away, what can we get more benefit out of it by 
spending it ourselves?  Town Administrator Shanahan said we would get together information and bring it 
to Council. 
 
Councilmember Holder asked where the new restroom is located. Mr. Adair stated All Children’s park at 
Hollywood and 10th S. 
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Councilmember Scoles asked if that is the last of the new restrooms. Mr. Adair stated that next year there 
would be one at Fuller Park. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino asked if there are any plans to add restrooms at additional beach accesses.  
Director Adair stated that we can, however, it will be more expensive to add restrooms where there is no 
current service. 
 
The Local A-Tax fund reflex the revised rate charge.  Director King stated there is $1M in the A-Tax fund 
currently. 
 
Proposed Capital Projects fund include repaving projects, CTC/Horry County reimbursements and beach 
renourishment reserves.  There is currently $665,443 in the fund. By the end of 2022, there should be 
$817,000 in the beach renourshment reserves.   
 
Councilmember Keating requested confirmation that we should be up for beach renourishment in 2026 
2027.  Director Adair stated that the timing depends on the level of erosion.  However, typically is it about 
every 10 years, it could be later than that.   
 
For the Sanitation Fund, Mr. Shanahan stated that he would start phase two of the Storm Water Plan.  
Director Adair reviewed the plan at a recent council meeting.  We should have the resevers to cover the 
planned projects. 
 
In the Pier fund, the forecast revenue is $5,005,000, and expenses of $587,200. 
  
Councilmember Keating stated we're going to have considerably more expenses for the pier than that? 
Where is all that reflected?  Director King stated because it's an enterprise fund, you don't expense when 
you build something. You put it on a balance sheet. When we get closer, we will have to have a note on the 
total amount you're going to spend, which is not the same as an expense since you're putting it into the 
structure. So, I have not done this yet. As far as the building cost goes, that's not on here yet, as I'm still 
working with the stuff we got from Consensus, but it will not show in this format.  
 
Councilmember Keating asked about professional services; would this then include Collins, Haggerty, 3rd 
party inspections, etc?  Director King stated they would come out of the Enterprise fund. The $500K is from 
last year, the $87,200 or 2.7 % is the bond interest. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino stated, as I've mentioned before, I'm concerned about what the debt the town is 
going to occur during this project. We have a $4 million bond. Is there any way to have a running projected 
debt schedule? We're where we can try to do our best to predict when we're going to occur to how much? 
 
Director King stated I think you're going to hit the bond probably somewhere between January and June of 
2022.  We anticipate that we will use most of the $4M of the bond. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino stated debt is like a cancer, we're already talking about possibly moving town 
hall. I heard rumors about parking garages and other things.  We're probably not going to do many of 
them.  So, we need to focus on keeping it to a minimum. 
 
Mr. Shanahan stated we should receive $474,000 in the Horry County settlement in 2021. The $10,000 
transfer from A Tax, $200,000 from Local A-tax, and $385,000 from Hospitality Tax this year. The available 
funds for the Pier fund in 2021-2022 are $3,594,000. 
 
Councilmember Keating stated I think for a project this size; we need to put together some expense 
schedule. Because so far, whatever we're spending is being reimbursed by FEMA. But at some point in the 
future, we've got a certain amount of expense that FEMA is not going to reimburse whether there are grant 
funds available or not, and it would be good to know when we are starting to incur the actual debt. I will 
call it not just the reserve of $4 million but having to spend that $4 million. Because, at the end of the day, 
once we're done construction, then we're going to know how much of that four million we actually spent.  It 
would be nice to see when those expenses we will incur, not just on an annual basis but quarterly or 
monthly. So, you know that we can really be reporting to our stakeholders this is how we're doing against 
our forecast spend profile for the project. I think for something that's $14M - $16M, we owe it to them to be 
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able to show the forecast vs actual spending.  Mr. Shanahan agreed to work with Director King to prepare 
that.  
 
Mayor Hellyer stated that we have unbudgeted costs for the project, such as the insurance.  Where is the 
cost of the Risk insurance reflected?  
 
Director King stated will be in the cost of the building. There will be a budget amendment at the end of the 
year. 
 
Mayor Hellyer asked if that was going to be paid our of this years budget, or should it be added.  Mr. 
Shanahan indicated that a change notice will be issued to Consensus. That would be billed as part of the 
consensus scope. 
 
Again Mr. Shanahan stated that all the information that was questioned would be gathered and brought 
back to Council.  Mr. Shanahan requested that each department head and other staff come a provide an 
overview of their budget requests.  
 
Debbie Ellis stated that the issuance of parking decal is an issue at the front desk. I am not sure how to 
streamline it. I don't know if we should keep giving people as many decals as they have cars registered to 
their house. I'm not getting all the e-mails that people are sending in their form, and some are not 
completing the forms correctly. Parking starts March 1 and ends in October, and they will steadily come in 
through October.   
 
Town Administrator Shanahan stated that he would would with Ms Ellis to develop a plan and bring it to 
Council for considerations.   
 
Councilmember Holder recommended that we change the color of the decals each year.  Many people don't 
remove them each year.  This would make it easier for enforcement.   
 
Councilmember Scoles stated that we had talked about limiting the number of decals.  Ms Ellis agreed, but 
stated that the ordinance was not changed as a result of that discussion. 
 
For Events, I would like to get a bunch of things going once we get the pier. It appeared to keep bringing 
people to the pier, not just only July 4.  
 
Councilmember Keating asked if we are planning all of our events for this years.  Ms. Ellis indicated that we 
are.  The children's museum is coming back with the Crafters Cove.  We’ve also considered how to do 
fireworks for 4th of July - I checked the prices on a barge before $25,000 just for the barge for fireworks.  
We put money in the general fund for something for July 4 this year.  We wanted to do it down at Martin 
Field, which is where we first started doing a Fourth of July celebration.  When we started, we had a band, 
cooked hot dogs, and hamburgers. We can't do fireworks there; however, we gave everybody a sparkler 
when it was over, everything lit up, and then they went and watched fireworks on the beach. 
 
Chief Hofmann stated it's been a tough budget. I know that some things are deferred.  I would just 
remind you  that the position that the police department asked me for is not a new position. That's a 
position that it's been frozen for a couple of years, and I'm just trying to get it unfrozen.  I like to get that 
position open, focus on something very important in law enforcement today, and focus on training. At 
present, I and the lieutenant are doing training. It's very difficult for me to keep up with all the training.  
Federal guidelines, and some of the stuff we talked about with the Department of Justice, and other things 
that have come out with the Executive Order, policing, and police reform, are coming up. So that's really 
what we're trying to do is get that, that frozen position, back funded. 
 
We furloughed about a third of the police force during the pandemic, and as a result of that, I think there 
were significant budget savings. I hope you know that I take the budget very seriously and understand the 
challenges that we face.  Also, I see that the COLA is deferred until January; we appreciate the COLA the 
Council just gave to us. So I hope that before January, maybe we'd be able to consider getting those COLAs 
back in there.  I will always be willing to sacrifice my COLA to give it to staff, to make sure that we take 
care of those line officers that are out there in the field. I'd be happy to discuss this in detail if someone has 
more questions. 
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I appreciate all the support and the continued resources that you give to your police department.  I know 
that we're the biggest part of the budget. I understand that, and I take it seriously and appreciate that this 
Council has always been supportive and the administration of making sure that we have a healthy police 
force.  The benefits of having a larger police force are that you have a significant number of officers on duty 
to get to your calls for service, your residents, and your constituents in 3 to 4 minutes, which is well below 
the national average. We've got a young force, They're learning, and with the hope that you'll continue to, 
fund the resources that you give us, And I appreciate it. 
 
Councilmember Scoles stated I read some documentation that we have a couple of officers going into FBI 
academy. Is that grant money, or is that money that we fund?  Chief Hofmann responded that we recently 
sent two officers to the FBI's Command College. It is not paid by grant money; it’s out of the training 
budget. 
 
Councilmember Holder inquired about a 2nd canine being obtained.  Chief Hofmann state that I'm very 
happy to announce that there is funding for a second canine in this budget for the medical and just the 
regular expenses in this budget if you approve it.  The Surfside Beach Canine Association raised enough 
money in the Canine Development fund to purchase a police dog. So, I hope to add a second one because 
right now, we only have one. So 25% of the time, there's a canine on duty. I'd like to get that 50% of the 
time. But I will certainly come to Council for requisition. So the funding is there to take care of another.  
 
Councilmember Holder asked does it take a particular car to handle the canine? Chief Hofmann confirmed 
that there's a different car for that. If a police car is used as a standard vehicle, we will convert one of our 
existing pursuit vehicles to a canine car. So you have to purchase an insert and make sure that there's a 
heat alarm to protect the dog that pops the doors if it gets too hot in the car and that type of thing. 
 
Chief Williams stated my biggest concern is personnel. We only have two personnel on per shift. Again, 
the biggest issue is that 2-in 2-out there are not enough personnel to comply. Town Administrator 
Shanahan indicated that this is a safety issue, and the second thing that's happening nationally, is that 
volunteers are harder to get. It's not that they're not dedicated; it's not that they don't want to do it. The 
way it is today, it requires more training. 
 
Chief Williams thanked the members that came out and spent the day with us. See what all it took to 
become a firefighter and all the required training hours and classes. That's probably was a good experience 
to ride on a fire truck, to a real fire alarm 
 
We want to make the Surfside Beach fire department the best Department on the Coast.  As far as training 
personnel, we are trying to do cross training.  Whenever another neighbor department calls us, we know 
that where they are good, they know that they're getting the best department when they call for Mutual Aid 
or Medicaid.  They know they get into a department that knows what they're doing, training, capable of 
doing.  And that's what I'm pushing forward and make the department the best on the Coast. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino asked if we still cross-training the EMTs and paramedics. Whoever comes to the 
station from Horry County has to be cross-trained. And we are getting out, getting a lot of applications for 
volunteers. We have added more volunteers within the last month or so to the department. But most of the 
volunteers that we are adding are not trained, so we have to put them in class. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino asked how many volunteers do you have and what's your target number of 
volunteers?  Chief Williams stated we have 15. I want to get it up to 25, between 25 and 30. 
 
Mitch Combs, we are currently operating under a model where we have one position that does building 
inspection, zoning enforcement, code enforcement, tree inspections, all of that. Now, realize, this is just a 
snapshot. In March this year, we performed 47 tree inspections and 86 overall building inspections. That 
does not include for the complaints that come in daily, other enforcement of signage going around and all of 
the other accessory activities that this single position does. So, my vision and the request for a dual 
inspector are the state calls that a combo inspector. It would be a residential and commercial building 
inspector. I would like to see us separate those two positions have a code enforcement slash zoning 
inspector and have a building inspector handle both commercial and residential. Historically, we have a 
problem with retention in code enforcement. It's a lot to do, and it takes a special individual to work in the 
code enforcement position. 
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I think we've made tremendous strides in the last six months, but unfortunately, that individual has moved 
on. We're in the process of trying to work with our citizens instead of being heavy-handed.  We were just 
sending them a certified letter, given X number of days to correct the infringement, and that's all we do. So 
going out and meeting with the individual, and working through the problem and getting to a point where, 
again, the department's philosophy of compliance versus condemnation. Sometimes you can't work things 
out, and you have to go to the citation route. It's just going to be crucial that we split that position and have 
the two was distinct abilities. 
 
Hopefully, to eventually cross-train the two so that we don't find ourselves in a position again where we 
don't have an inspector at all. I just ask that you to please take a look at that. 
 
I know the enforcement of the tree ordinance is important to the Council, and those inspections are where it 
all begins, so 47 of those, in one month, this is pretty extensive that we performed. That doesn't include 
any of the times we had to go back and meet with people or discuss this or that, and it doesn't include any 
of the complaints about the actual trees being cut. 
 
We need an improved building permit system. Our system is severely outdated. We have no means of 
connectivity in the field to the system. We have no means of GPS or any other things that would help fill, 
and the inspector stays connected to the office. This is not in the current budget. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino acknowledged that we’re been shorthanded in that departed, and asked why 
there is a 70% increase in salaries? Director King stated that is to add the director position, and fills the 
current vacant position in code enforcement. 
 
Councilmember Keating asked where is the expense for Carol Coleman’s service in this budget?  Director 
King stated under administration. 
 
Councilmember Scoles stated I like the new philosophy. I just want to let you know that I've heard a lot of 
positive things coming out of planning and zoning, their attitude and explaining things and it's not just no.  
It's starting to bring people back together once again. Thank you. 
 
Mr. Combs stated I believe in teachable moments. We can teach a contractor something that is our way.  
This is what the code says; this is the way we want you to do it. Then it should save us time and effort in 
the future. 
 
Director Adair, I'm pretty happy with the public works budget. I have gotten what we needed in the 
budget. We’re at where we need to be far as capital equipment.  I appreciate you adding what I needed 
that was deferred this current fiscal year. 
 
I like to talk about a year or maybe two years down the road, some of the things that I see coming up.  
One of them would be sanitation rates.  The equipment getting more and more expensive, and the tipping 
fees at the landfill are going up. The solid waste authority has done a study, and they see that their tipping 
fees need to be up in the mid-forties per ton.  We have $38 a ton now.  They've already gone up from $32 
to $38 a ton over the last few years. They plan on going up higher. We did a rate increase in 2014, I believe 
was the last one. As personnel and operational cost increase. The fund balance decreases. So for this 
coming fiscal year, we'll have to start talking about doing a study for the long term over the next five years.  
We’ll need to play it all out to see what point we're going to have to plug in a rate increase for residential 
and commercial. We don't want to do one every couple of years. We just want to do one, and hopefully, it'll 
last for 10 years or something like that. 
 
Another thing that comes to mind, which we've talked about in the past over the last few years, is securing 
some additional property for the public works. We are running out of room. We can’t store equipment at 
Huckabee Park.  We may consider an option may be to build a building at Scipio Lane, possibly build a big 
shed which is probably less money than buying a parcel. That's something in the future we might be looking 
at if something comes up.  
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Councilmember Scoles asked what the acreage at Sandy Lane is?  Mr. Adair stated, it's just a couple of 
acres. It's five small lots, but all with the equipment that needs to be kept under a roof. Everything's 
computerized now, you don't want to subject everything to the weather.  
 
Another thing I want to talk about a little bit is stormwater projects.  As you know, in our Stormwater Utility 
Fund, we've identified some significant capital needs going our at least five years down the road of what we 
can spend this capital money on.  But even beyond that, I commend the Council for being on board with the 
Utility Fund, but I would like to start filling in some of these smaller ditches over time.  There's absolutely no 
reason why we need to have ditches on some of these roads. Ocean Boulevard comes to mind. I think we 
know as we knock out these larger capital projects as time goes on, I would love to be able to attack some 
of these small things.  This also come into personnel, because I'd love to dedicate a crew so we could do it 
in-house. So that would mean hiring a person or two down the road to just dedicate them to making 
stormwater improvements. 
 
We are task saturated throughout the year.  There's no more off-season anymore, because of our Shoulder 
Season, we have tourists here until November, December, even. Sometimes we get like a two-month break 
to do other things rather than six months like it once was. So, there will come the point in time where we 
might need some people for that. 
 
Councilmember Holder asked about the program that we use to have  that should be a cost sharing with the 
residents.  Director Adair acknowledged that the program was the 50/50 program, where we would install 
pipes in ditches if the homeowner bought it.  We don't have time to do that anymore.  That could be 
something that could be done, but we would need more people dedicated to that. 
 
Director King. I don't have much to say about finance.  We’re a little bit down with people, but we're 
handling it. One of the things we do want to look at in the future is to get a document manager to get rid of 
some of the papers that we have to save for the state and everybody else.  But, it's probably a next year's 
proposition.  Right now, we have no place to put any new people because it doesn't seem to be any 
available space. We are kind of limited. I'm hoping business license is going to be OK this year. 
 
I realize a lot of it is on a summary level. I believe that this budget is flat. We haven't put anything 
extravagant in it. There are just increases for our people and the additional insurance for our police officers, 
which I feel strongly about considering how many tragedies is the police departments have had. 
 
We will take another look at the budget in December.  You're probably going to be better than we planned. 
 
Councilmember Keating asked if we were planning on filling the position in Finance that was vacated a year 
or so ago.  Director King stated that we have no plans to hire that additional finance person we lost, but we 
have an opening for the finance assistant. The finance assistant should be the person at the front. The 
problem is the front gets bogged down with the parking stickers, which are just a non-stop proposition. Mr. 
Shanahan stated that I have checked on that, and I believe that position is not funded. 
 
Councilmember Scoles wants to thank you for all you do and being on the conservative side, that's what's 
kept this town from having to keep raising taxes and everything else.  I have never called you, or that you 
didn't have time for me to answer a question or explain something to me. I appreciate what you've done for 
this town. 
 
Sheri Medina. We always talk about public works, fire, police, and their needs.  We never hear us talk 
about administration. In my opinion, I think we're antiquated. I think there's a lot easier ways to work.  I 
believe in working smarter, not harder.  I realize that people don't like change, but with resources being 
down, if we were working a little bit smarter we wouldn't feel that pinch as much as we are. I think there 
should be a lot more things online.  For example, as a business owner, I wouldn't want to leave my business 
to come down here and take care of my business. I’d want to be able to do it online. I also think that 
permits there should be a way for the business owners not to have to come down here to pick up their 
permits. They should be able to pay for their permits online and take care of all that. It would free up Tina 
to help people who are bringing in permits that need that help, putting it together.  So, in many ways, I 
think the administration office is very antiquated.  Yes, it will take money to get these programs, but I think 
it will bring us further, faster, and be more manageable. It's just taking the initiative to make it happen. 
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Mr. Shanahan stated, for the next two weeks, I would ask if you have any questions on this Information 
please send it to me.  If it goes to the department head, I may not see it.  This way I can make sure we all 
your answers. 
 
Councilmember Pellegrino thanked Ms. King for her preparation and management of the budgets.   
 
Councilmember Scoles stated Thank you, Bill, for preparing this, it gives us time to go back now and digest 
and notes that I took on different departments and why they need those specific items.  I think that's a 
great approach to this.  Then coming in and deciding here and now, this is what worked on a day. 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT.  
Councilmember Scoles made a motion to adjourn at 11:58 am. Councilmember Keating seconded.  All voted 
in favor. Motion carried. 

 
     Surfside Beach Town Council 
 

__________________________________________ 
     Robert Hellyer, Mayor 

   
_______________________________                         _______________________________________  
David L. Pellegrino           Bruce H. Dietrich, Town Council  
 
________________________________          _______________________________________  
Cindy Keating, Town Council               Michael Drake, Town Council  
 
____________________________                          ____________________________________ 
Debbie Scoles, Mayor Pro Tempore                Paul Holder, Town Council  

   
   
 
Attest: __________________________________  
Sheri L Medina 
Town Clerk 
Clerk's Note:  This document constitutes summary minutes of the meeting that was digitally recorded and is not 
intended to be a complete transcript. Appointments to hear recordings may be made with the town clerk; a free copy 
of the audio will be given to you, provided you bring a new, unopened flash drive.  In accordance with FOIA §30-4-
80(A) and (E), meeting notice and the agenda was distributed to local media and interested parties via the Town's 
email subscription list. The agenda was posted on the entry door at Town Council Chambers.  Meeting notice was 
also posted on the town website at www.surfsidebeach.org and the Town's LED marquee.  
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SURFSIDE BEACH TOWN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  

Civic Center, 115 US Highway 17 North, Surfside Beach, SC 29575 
www.surfsidebeach.org  -   (843) 913-6111     (843) 238-543 

 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TUESDAY, April 27, 2021, ● 6:30 pm.  

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor Hellyer called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Mayor Hellyer, Councilmembers Drake, Holder, 
Keating, Pellegrino, and Mayor Pro Tempore Scoles were in attendance.  Others present Town Administrator Shanahan, Town 
Attorney Crosby, and Town Clerk Sheri Medina. Absent was Councilmember Dietrich. 

 
2. INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 A. The Invocation was given by Franklin Ward of Timberlake Baptist Church. 
 B. Pledge of Allegiance: Mayor Hellyer led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
3. PUBLIC HEARING – None 
 
4. MOTIONS RELATING TO AGENDA - None  
 
5. MINUTES APPROVAL Councilmember Keating made a motion to accept the meeting minutes for April 13, 2021as presented. 

Councilmember Holder seconded. All voted in favor.  Motion Carried.     
 
6. PUBLIC COMMENTS – Agenda Items Only - None 
 
7. COMMUNICATIONS 
 A. Proclamation – Lupus Awareness Month. Mayor Hellyer read the proclamation. 
 
 B. Public Works Monthly Report, given by Director Adair. 
 
 Councilmember Scoles stated I mentioned at the last meeting for you to look into the Melody Lane, the situation people were 

turning off a 17 onto Melody and immediately trying to turn into the gas station there. Director Adair stated he had not gotten 
a response as of this time. 

 
 Councilmember Drake asked about the intersections and Surfside Drive, all the intersections. When we come up to them, if 

you're in the low riding vehicle, such as a golf cart, you can't see past the right of way. Some of that needs to be trimmed 
back.  

 
 Director Adair stated that public works does that on an ongoing basis. Our ordinance says that we have a 20-foot line of sight 

on every corner. Unfortunately, people plant things too close to the right of way, and we have to address them. 
 
 Councilmember Drake also asked about tree limbs near the power lines. Does Santee Cooper tend to that? 
 
 Director Adair stated Santee Cooper does come through town every one to two years and check all the lines and cut trees. If 

you call them about a specific tree, they will come out and trim it. 
 
 Councilmember Pellegrino asked about a completion date for the Ocean Blvd Dogwood Swash. Director Adair stated he is 

unsure at this time, but believes it will be completed by the end of May, maybe a bit longer. 
 
C. Finance Report – given by Administrator Shanahan. 
 
 Councilmember Keating asked where are we accounting for other professional services, such as what we need to pay 

Haggerty and Collins Engineering, some of the third party inspections, and some of the other town’s scope of work for the 
pier? At this time, we seem to be only tracking Consensus. 

 
 Mr. Shanahan stated on page eight that it shows all of those numbers. I don't think we're going to have to spend all of that 

bond money with the way things are going. We're pretty sure that we're going to be very, very close on our completion date, 
if not before July, unless something drastic happens. 

http://www.surfsidebeach.org/
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8. BUSINESS  
 A. SECOND READING ORDINANCE #21-0926 - AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AMENDMENT OF 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT WITH HORRY COUNTY. 
 
 Councilmember Keating made a motion to approve the second reading of ordinance #21-0926 for an amendment to the 

Intergovernmental agreement with the Horry County Election Commission. Councilmember Drake second. 
 
 Councilmember Keating stated there is a corresponding ordinance that will make modifications to Chapter 5 - Elections.  We 

will present it for second reading once this agreement with Horry County has been executed.  
 
 All voted in favor. Motion Carried. 
 
 B. Resolution #21-0134 - Hazard Mitigation Plan  
 
 Councilmember Keating made a motion to accept resolution #21-134 acknowledging the town's participation in the Horry 

County Hazard Mitigation Plan for 2021. Councilmember Drake second.  
 
 All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
9. PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 A. Lynn Manchester at 1414 North Ocean Boulevard. I love this town and this Council. Thank you so much for the 

proclamation for Lupus Awareness Month. This is a horrible disease. In South Carolina, we have 25,000 people that suffer 
from this.  In Horry County, we have 2000 people who suffer from this that are documented in the National Registry. I cannot 
thank you enough on behalf of my daughter and the Manchester family. You don't know what this means to our family. 

    
10. TOWN COUNCIL DISCUSSION AND COMMENTS 
 
 A. Councilmember Scoles – I would like to thank everyone here this evening and those who called in. I appreciate the 

reports that we got from finance and Mr. Adair. I hope everyone has a good evening; thank you. 
 
 B. Councilmember Holder - Thanks to everyone who came out tonight and the online people. I would like the 

Administrator to talk with the Historical Society and see what actions can be taken to move forward. I rode with the police 
department from three o'clock in the afternoon to three o'clock in the morning, with officer Pinto and his canine Sif. It was an 
exciting night because it gave me a greater understanding of some of the challenges they're facing. That was a rewarding 

night. Thank you. 
 
 C. Councilmember Keating -  As with everyone else, I appreciate everyone coming out, dialing in and watching online. 

This is probably a record meeting for the quickest turnaround of an agenda that we've had!  It’s a breath of fresh air since the 
last two agendas were pretty jam-packed with the topics. As always, I appreciate everyone's feedback and comments. I do 
have a couple of items that I'd like the Administrator to consider just from comments I have received.  I'll give the details of 
those items offline; there's nothing critical. The comment reflects some recommendations about different events we could 
potentially have in town, and operational improvements. Thank you very much. Have a good night, we’ll see you in two 
weeks. 

 
 D. Councilmember Pellegrino - Thanks for coming tonight. We did have one meeting under 30 minutes. So, this is the 

second-fastest meeting. Thanks for coming, have a great night. 
 
 E. Councilmember Drake, I'd like to thank you for coming out also. I'd like to thank My Olive Shack for what they've been 

doing with the craft market on Thursday’s until mid-December. The artwork and other displays are very lovely. The hot dog 
man is out there. I want to thank Ms. Shanahan for presenting the budget to us. It was very informative. Mr. Adair, thank you 

for what you do to make our town look good. 
 
 F. Mayor Hellyer - I want to thank everybody and especially the town employees, for the hard work to get all of our 

initiatives done. We have a whole lot of stuff going on. We have the issue with the mold and how we're going to alleviate that. 
We still have the pier and the swash and the roads getting paved. Everybody's doing an outstanding job at getting it done. 

 
 I want everyone to remember that this Friday at 10am is the tree planting for Arbor Day.  We've put this together with Mr. 

Pellegrino and Keep Surfside Beach Beautiful.  We're going to be down at 6th S and Willow at 10 am on Friday to plant an oak 
tree. Hopefully, this will be the first of many. Thank you all for coming, and you guys have a good, safe trip home. We'll see 
you next time. 
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11. ADJOURNMENT - Councilmember Keating made a motion to adjourn at 7:10 pm. Councilmember Drake second.  All voted in 
favor. Motion carried. 

 

 
 
              Surfside Beach Town Council 

 

_______________________ 

        Robert Hellyer, Mayor 

   
_______________________________                             _______________________________________  

David L. Pellegrino           Bruce H. Dietrich, Town Council  
 
________________________________          _______________________________________  

Cindy Keating, Town Council               Michael Drake, Town Council  

 

____________________________                          _______________________________________ 

Debbie Scoles, Mayor Pro Tempore                Paul Holder, Town Council     

   
 
Attest: __________________________________  
Sheri L Medina 

Town Clerk 

Clerk's Note:  This document constitutes summary minutes of the meeting that was digitally recorded, and is not intended to be a 
complete transcript. Appointments to hear recordings may be made with the town clerk; a free copy of the audio will be given to you, 
provided you bring a new, unopened flash drive.  In accordance with FOIA §30-4-80(A) and (E), meeting notice and the agenda were 
distributed to local media and interested parties via the Town's email subscription list. The agenda was posted on the entry door at 
Town Council Chambers.  Meeting notice was also posted on the town website at www.surfsidebeach.org and the Town's LED 
marquee.  
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            RESOLUTION 21-0135 
 

 
 

 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )   A RESOLUTION TO RATIFY AND RETROACTIVELY 
    )   CONSENT TO CERTAIN HORRY COUNTY ORDINANCES 

COUNTY OF HORRY  )   (COLLECTION OF HOSPITALITY FEE)      
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )   

 
 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside Beach, South Carolina (“the Town”), is a member of a 

proposed class of plaintiffs in that certain civil action styled “City of Myrtle Beach, For Itself and a Class of 

Similarly Situated Plaintiffs, vs. Horry County,” brought in the Court of Common Pleas for Horry County in 

Civil Action Number 2019-CP-26-01732 (“Class Action”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town approved its participation in that certain Settlement Agreement dated 

February 12, 2021, resolving the Class Action, which has been approved by order of the Court of 

Common Pleas for Horry County April 20, 2021 (“Settlement Agreement”); and  

 

WHEREAS, the Settlement Agreement requires at this time the ratification and retroactive 

consent of the Town to Horry County Ordinance Numbers 105-96, 11-04, 93-16, 32-17, 7-97, 76-97, 80-

01, 111-01, and 50-04 (“County Ordinances”), “with respect to the Hospitality Fee and all Hospitality Fee 

monies heretofore collected by the County, both within and without the corporate limits of the 

Participating Municipalities, both expended and unexpended”; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Settlement Agreement in Principle as described hereinabove, the 

Town hereby provides its ratification and retroactive consent to the County Ordinances set forth above.   

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 
1. The Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach hereby ratifies and gives retroactive 

consent to the County Ordinances as required by the Settlement Agreement.  

 
2. This resolution is made pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §5-7-260. 

 
 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this Resolution or the 

application thereof shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect its other provisions.  

 

 BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside Beach, South 

Carolina, in assembly this ___________ day of ________________ 2021. 
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Surfside Beach Town Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_________________________________________ 

Bob Hellyer, Mayor 
       
 
 
 
 
   
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 

Debbie Scoles, Pro Tempore     Bruce H. Dietrich, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 

Michael Drake, Town Council        Paul Holder, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 

Cindy Keating, Town Council    David Pellegrino, Town Council  
 

     Attest:    _____________________________________ 

       Sheri Medina, Town Clerk 
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  Second Reading 05/25/21 
 
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )  AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH 
    )  AMENDING CHAPTER 4, ARTICLES VI AND VII      
COUNTY OF HORRY  )  BY REPEALING ORDINANCE NOS. 19-0889 AND 19-0890 
    )  AND REVIVING THOSE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 4 
TOWN OF SURFSIDE BEACH )  LOCAL HOSPITALITY FEE AND LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS  
    )  TAX AS AMENDED BY SAID ORDINANCES 
     
 WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside Beach is authorized to collect taxes on prepared meals and 
beverages pursuant to §6-1-700, S.C. Code et. seq. (“the Local Hospitality Tax Act”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside Beach is authorized to collect taxes on accommodations 
furnished to transient rentals in the town limits pursuant to §6-1-500, S.C. Code et. seq. (“the Local 
Accommodations Tax Act”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town has collected both Hospitality Fees since 1996 and Local Accommodations 
Taxes since 2001; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Town is a member of a proposed class of plaintiffs in “City of Myrtle Beach, For 
Itself and a Class of Similarly Situated Plaintiffs, vs. Horry County,” brought in the Court of Common Pleas 
for Horry County in Civil Action Number 2019-CP-26-01732 (“Class Action”); and  

 
WHEREAS, the Town approved its participation in that certain Settlement Agreement dated 

February 12, 2021, resolving the Class Action, which has been approved by order of the Court of Common 
Pleas for Horry County April 20, 2021 (“Settlement Agreement”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the approved Settlement Agreement approved by the court includes a requirement 

the Town repeal any new local hospitality and accommodations fees and taxes adopted after January 1, 
2019, and go back to charging the same Accommodations Taxes, Hospitality Fees, and Uniform Service 
charges (fees) in place prior to January 1, 2019; and   

 
 WHEREAS, in March 2019, the Town amended certain sections of Chapter 4, Article VI (Hospitality 
Fee) and Chapter 4, Article VII (Accommodations Tax) by repealing and replacing certain provisions, 
including the collection of an additional percentage of both Hospitality and Accommodations Taxes, as 
authorized by state law; and  
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 1-11 of the Town of Surfside Beach Code of Ordinances, when an 
ordinance which repealed another shall itself be repealed, the previous ordinance may only be revived with 
express words to that effect; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Town Council wishes to comply with the Order of the Court approving such terms 
as agreed-upon in the Class Action;   
  
 NOW, THEREFORE, by the power and authority granted to the Surfside Beach Town Council by 
the State of South Carolina, Ordinances 19-0889 and 19-0890, are hereby repealed and replaced as set 
forth hereinbelow, as to those provisions of Chapter 4, Article VI Hospitality Tax and Chapter 4, 
Accommodations Tax, and those terms amended shall be revived as existed prior to March 12, 2019, 
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as contemplated by the Town Code Section 1-11, and the April 20, 2021 Order of the Court in the Class 
Action, and as otherwise amended hereinbelow as follows:  
   

Chapter 4 – Business Licenses, Permits and Regulations 

ARTICLE VI. - HOSPITALITY FEE  

Sec. 4-87. - Authority.  

This article is enacted pursuant to the authority of Title 6, Article 7 (“the Local Hospitality Tax Act”) 
and Title 5, S.C. Code 1976, including, without limitation, S.C. Code 1976, §§ 5-7-10 and 5-7-30, which 
provide, in relevant part, that municipalities may adopt all ordinances which appear necessary and proper 
for the security, general welfare and convenience of the municipality and for the preservation of the general 
health, peace and order in the municipality and further that municipalities may establish uniform service 
charges.  

Sec. 4-88. - Declaration of purpose and intent.  

This article is enacted to preserve the general health, safety and welfare of the general public within 
the town by collecting a uniform fee for the purposes of creating a fund to pay in whole or in part for the 
current and future preservation, maintenance, nourishment, renourishment and improvement of the 
beaches of the town, and those public facilities related to the use of the beach: public transportation 
improvements, including street construction, storm damage, right-of-way acquisitions, median and right-
of-way enhancements and landscaping, walkways and bikeways, public park facilities, public parking, and 
capital facilities and equipment necessary for the provision of public safety activities.   

Sec. 4-89. - Hospitality Fee.  

A uniform fee equal to one (1) percent is hereby imposed on all gross proceeds derived from:  
(1)  The rental or charges for any rooms, campground spaces, lodging, or sleeping accommodations 

furnished to transients by any hotel, inn, tourist court, tourist camp, motel, campground, residence, or any 
place which rooms, lodgings, or sleeping accommodations are furnished to transients for a consideration. 
The gross proceeds derived from the lease or rental oof sleeping accommodations supplied to the same 
person for a period of ninety (90) continuous days are not considered proceeds from transients. This fee 
imposed by this subsection (1) shall not apply to additional guest charges as that term is defined in S.C. 
Code 1976, §12-36-920(B)  

(2) The sale of all food and beverages, served by a restaurant, hotel, motel, or other food service 
facility within the town. In addition, the fee shall be imposed for all food and beverages prepared or 
modified by convenience stores or grocery stores including, but not limited to, fishing pier establishments, 
or other general merchandise establishments where such food or beverage is provided for immediate 
consumption on or off of the premises.  

(3) Paid admissions to places of amusement within the town; provided, however, that those places of 
admission which are specifically exempted from payment of the state license tax on admissions established 
in S.C. Code 1976, § 12-21-2420 shall also be exempt from this hospitality fee.  

Sec. 4-90. - Payment of fee.  

(a) Payment of the fee established herein shall be the liability of the consumer of the services or products 
described in section 4-89. The fee shall be paid at the time of delivery of the services or products to 
which the fee applies and shall be collected by the provider or seller of the service or products.  



  Ordinance No. 21-0928 
  First Reading 05/11/21 
  Second Reading 05/25/21 
 
(b) The fees collected by the seller or provider of the services or products as required under section 4-89 

shall be remitted to the town along with such return or forms as may be established by the town for 
such purpose.  

(c) Fees and required reports shall be submitted to the town on the same basis as sales tax returns are 
required to be submitted to the state department of revenue. An establishment shall be entitled to a 
two (2) percent discount on taxes collected for returns that are filed on or before the due date. Any 
fee not timely remitted shall be subject to a penalty of five (5) percent per month. The failure to collect 
from patrons the fee imposed by this article shall not relieve any establishment subject to the article 
from making the required remittance.  

(d) Any person violating any provision of this article shall be deemed guilty of an offense and shall be 
subject to punishment under section 1-16 upon conviction. Each day of violation shall be considered 
a separate offense. Punishment for violation shall not relieve the offender of liability for delinquent 
fees, penalties, and costs provided for herein.  

Sec. 4-91. - Hospitality Fee account.  

The revenue account, to be known as the Town of Surfside Beach Hospitality Fee Account, shall be 
established and all revenues received from the hospitality fee shall be deposited into this account. The 
principal and any accrued interest from this account shall be expended as permitted in section 4-92 below.  

Sec. 4-92. - Permitted uses of funds.  

The town council is hereby authorized to utilize the funds collected from the imposition of the hospitality 
fee for the following purposes in accordance with the provisions of South Carolina Code §6-1-730:  
 
(1) nourishment, renourishment, and maintenance of the beaches, dunes, restoration, including sand 
fencing, the planting of sea grass or other vegetation useful in preserving the dune system within the 
territorial limits of the town,  
 
(2)  acquisition and maintenance of public beach access, 
 
(3)  capital improvements to the beaches and beach related facilities which include but are not limited to 
public beach parks, public parking, public access, dune walkovers, public bathhouses and restrooms, 
 
(4)  transportation improvements including construction and resurfacing of streets, stormwater drainage, 
sidewalks, bikeways, landscaping and all associated costs including right-of-way acquisition and 
engineering design, 
 
(5)  the acquisition of land and the construction of passive and active parks and facilities associated with 
parks, including playground equipment, sports facilities, and community recreation buildings, 
 
(6)  acquisition of property and the construction of facilities required for the provision of public safety 
services and the acquisition of capital equipment for the provision of public safety services, 
 
(7)  the payment of bonded indebtedness required to provide the above-referenced uses, 
 
(8)  administrative costs associated with collection, accounting for an applying the hospitality fee. 

 
Sec. 4-93. - Authorization for use.  

Authorization to utilize revenues from the hospitality fee account shall be by the annual budget 
ordinance, duly adopted by the town.  
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Sec. 4-94  - Effective Date 
 
This article shall become effective on July 1, 2021. 
 
Secs. 4-95—4-100. - Reserved.  

ARTICLE VII. LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS 

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY 

Secs. 4-101 – 4-110. Reserved. 

DIVISION 2. LOCAL ACCOMMODATIONS TAX 

Sec. 4-111. - Tax imposed.  

A local accommodations tax of one-half (0.5) percent is created and is imposed on every person that 
is engaged in the business of furnishing accommodations to transients for within the municipal boundaries 
of the Town of Surfside Beach. (ref. §6-1-500, S.C. Code, et. seq.) 

Sec. 4-112. - Tax further enumerated.  

A uniform fee equal to one-half (0.5) percent is hereby imposed on all gross proceeds derived from 
the rental or changes for any rooms, campground spaces, lodging, or sleeping accommodations furnished 
to transients by any hotel, inn, tourist court, tourist camp, motel, campground, residence, or any place 
which rooms, lodgings, or sleeping accommodations are furnished to transients for a consideration. The 
gross proceeds derived from the lease or rental of sleeping accommodations supplied to the same person 
for a period of ninety (90) continuous days are not considered proceeds from transients. This tax imposed 
by this section shall not apply to additional guest charges as that term is defined in S.C. Code 1976, § 12-
36-920(B).  

Sec. 4-113. - Payment of tax.  

Payment of the local accommodations tax shall be the liability of the transient(s) described in section 
4-112. The local accommodations tax shall be paid at the time of delivery of the service to which the tax 
applies and shall be collected by the provider of the services, and shall be held in trust by the provider until 
remitted as provided herein.  
Sec. 4-114. - Collection of tax; remitting tax to local governing body; frequency determined by estimated 
average amounts.  

(1)  The local accommodations tax imposed by this section is due and payable in monthly installments on 
or before the twentieth day of each month when the estimated amount of average tax is more than 
fifty dollars ($50.00) a month, on a quarterly basis when the estimated amount of the average tax is 
twenty-five dollars ($25.00) to fifty dollars ($50.00) a month, and on an annual basis when the 
estimated amount of average tax is less than twenty-five dollars ($25.00) a month. Every person liable 
for the fee shall make a true and correct return to the town in such form as it may prescribe and remit 
the fee therewith. A return is considered timely filed if the return is mailed and has a postmark dated 
on or before the date the return is required to be filed.  

(2)  An establishment shall be entitled to a two (2) percent discount on taxes collected for returns that 
are filed on or before the due date. Any fees not timely remitted shall be subject to a penalty of five 
(5) percent per month. The failure to collect from patrons the fees imposed by this article shall not 
relieve any establishment subject to the article from making the required remittance.  
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(3)  Any person violating any provision of this article shall be deemed guilty of an offense and shall be 

subject to punishment under section 1-16 upon conviction. Each day of violation shall be considered 
a separate offense. Punishment for violation shall not relieve the offender of liability for delinquent 
fees, penalties, and costs provided for herein.  

(4)  In case of a failure to make a true and correct return or a failure to file the return, the town shall 
make a return upon such information as it may be able to obtain, assess the fee due thereon, and add 
a penalty of ten (10) percent, whereupon the town shall mail notice to the person liable for the fee 
and, in the case of failure to pay the tax within ten (10) days after the mailing of any such notice, the 
town shall add an additional penalty of ten (10) percent.  

Sec. 4-115. - Inspections and audit.  

For the purpose of enforcing the provisions of this section, the license inspector, or another authorized 
agent for the town, is empowered to enter upon the premises of any person subject to this section and to 
make inspections, examinations, and audits of books and records, and it shall be unlawful for any person 
to fail or refuse to make available the necessary books and records during normal business hours upon 
twenty-four (24) hours written notice. In the event that an audit reveals that the remitter has filed false 
information, the costs of the audit shall be added to the correct amount of fees determined to be due, in 
addition to the penalties provided herein. The license inspector, or another authorized agent of the town, 
may make systematic inspections of all businesses within the town to ensure compliance with this section. 
Records of inspections shall not be deemed public records.  

Sec. 4-116. - Penalties.  

It is a violation of this article to:  
(1)  Fail to collect the local accommodations tax;  

(2)  Fail to remit to the town any local accommodations tax collected;  
(3)  Fail to file a local accommodations tax return;  

(4)  Knowingly provide false information on a local accommodations tax return;  
(5)  Fail to provide books and records to the license inspector, or other authorized agent of the town, 

for inspection, examination, or audit after seventy-two (72) hours written notice.  

Sec. 4-117. - Real estate agents required to report when rental property listing dropped.  

Real estate agents, brokers, corporations, or listing services required to remit taxes under this section 
must notify the appropriate local governmental entity or entities if rental property, previously listed by 
them, is dropped from their listings.  

Sec. 4-118. - Administrative fee.  

The costs of collecting the monies may be reimbursed by the fund monies, up to a maximum of one 
(1) percent.  

Sec. 4-119. - Local accommodations tax account.  

The revenue account to be known as "Town of Surfside Beach Local Accommodations Tax Account," 
shall be established and all revenues received from the local accommodations tax shall be deposited into 
this account. The principal and any accrued interest from this account shall be expended only as permitted 
herein.  

Sec. 4-120. - Permitted uses of funds.  
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The town council is hereby authorized to utilize the funds collected from the imposition of the local 
accommodations for the following purposes;  

  

(1)  Use of revenue from local accommodations tax.  
a.  Tourism-related buildings including, but not limited to, civic centers, coliseums, and 

aquariums;  
b.  Tourism-related cultural, recreational, or historical facilities;  

c.   Beach access and renourishment;  

d.  Highways, roads, streets, and bridges providing access to tourist destinations;  
e.   Advertisements and promotions related to tourism development; or  

f.   Water and sewer infrastructure to serve tourism-related demand.  
(2)  In a county in which at least nine hundred thousand dollars ($900,000.00) in accommodations 

taxes is collected annually pursuant to S.C. Code § 12-36-920, the revenues of the local 
accommodations tax authorized in this article may also be used for the operation and 
maintenance of those items provided in subsection (1)a.—f., including police, fire protection, 
emergency medical services, and emergency-preparedness operations directly attendant to those 
facilities.  

 
Sec. 4-121  Authorization for Use 
 
Authorization to utilize revenues from the Local Accommodations Tax account shall be by the annual budget 
ordinance duly adopted by the town. 
 
Sec. 4-122 Effective Date 
 
This article shall become effective on July 1, 2021. 

Secs. 4-123—4-140. - Reserved.  

 SEVERABILITY.  If any provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this ordinance or the 
application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, that invalidity shall not affect the 
other provisions of this article, which can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and 
to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable. Being later in time, this Ordinance is 
specifically intended to repeal the terms of Resolution 19-197.  
  
 EFFECTIVE DATE.  This ordinance shall take effect July 1, 2021 at 12:01am.   
 
 BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Surfside 
Beach, South Carolina, in assembly and by the authority thereof, this ___________ day of May, 2021. 
 

_________________________________________ 
Bob Hellyer, Mayor 

         
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
Debbie Scoles, Pro Tempore     Bruce H. Dietrich, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
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Michael Drake, Town Council        Paul Holder, Town Council 
 
_______________________________________________  _______________________________________________ 
Cindy Keating, Town Council    David Pellegrino, Town Council  
 
     Attest:    _____________________________________ 
       Sheri Medina, Town Clerk
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	WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside Beach is authorized to collect taxes on prepared meals and beverages pursuant to §6-1-700, S.C. Code et. seq. (“the Local Hospitality Tax Act”); and
	WHEREAS, the Town of Surfside Beach is authorized to collect taxes on accommodations furnished to transient rentals in the town limits pursuant to §6-1-500, S.C. Code et. seq. (“the Local Accommodations Tax Act”); and



