
Town of Surfside Beach Stormwater
Utility Fee Ordinance

April 8, 2019



What Do We Pay For?

 MS4 Compliance (EPA/DHEC Mandates)

 Lake Maintenance (Including Fountains)

 Water Quality Monitoring Program

 System Maintenance

 New Infrastructure

 Emergency Repairs



SCDHEC NPDES Phase II MS4 Permit Requirements

Six Minimum Control Measures:

 Public Education and Outreach

 Public Involvement/Participation

 Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control

 Post-Construction Site Stormwater Runoff Control

 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination

 Pollution Prevention/Good House Keeping



New Infrastructure (3rd North)



Stormwater CIP Projects

Description Estimated Cost

Dogwood Swash – Replace Ocean Blvd Culvert Bridge $700,000 

Phase II North Side Drainage Project $1,000,000 

Floral Swash – Replace Bulkheads $350,000

Phase III North Side Drainage Project $1,000,000 

Melody Basin – Eliminate Discharge into Garden City $400,000 

Total $3,450,000 
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Utility Considerations

 Easy to understand 

 Fair and equitable

 Legally defensible



ERU Method
 Impervious area means the area of a property 

covered by roofs, paved driveways, paved parking 

lots, paved sidewalks and other paved surfaces.

 ERU (equivalent residential unit) represents the 

impervious area on a typical residential property.



Residential Impervious 

ERU = 2,531 sq. ft.



Commercial Impervious 

Interim Fee = $216
for both parcels

611,000sf

30,000sf



Recommended Utility Fee Structure

Property Class Proposed Rate 

Single Family Residential 1 ERU/Unit

Nonresidential 
(Commercial/Industrial)

Impervious ft2 ÷
2,531 ft2/(ERU)

Multi-family
Impervious ft2 ÷
2,531 ft2/(ERU)

Vacant/Undeveloped Not Assessed

AVG. Monthly SFR FEE $6.83

AVG. Annual SFR FEE
$82.00





Summary

 Capital and Operating expenses related to Stormwater are 

an obligation of the Town.

 Utility Fees are an equitable way to charge users for their 

impact on the system.

 Coastal proximity makes Surfside Beach vulnerable to storm 

impacts.

 A responsible program for system maintenance and 

improvement must be implemented, and adhered to.



Questions/Comments
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